
 

This past Monday, the 27th of April, Sandi Smith passed on to her maker.  

Her passing was unexpected and has left everyone in shock and sorrow. 

 Sandi, with her glowing face and sparkling personality will be greatly missed by all of 

us. Her participation in GWRRA as well as being a good friend leaves us all missing 

her greatly. 

 Ken, we with GWRRA as a family and all of the friends that you have cultivated 

through the years, send to you and your family, our heartfelt condolences and share 

your loss and pain. 

 Sandi Smith, you will be greatly missed but thank you for the wonderful memories that 

you have shared with us. 

 God bless you, Ken and Family. 
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Rick and Sharon Williams, ACDs  

WA-A Seattle  4th Sat  WA-N Spokane  3rd Sun  

WA-B Bremerton  1st Sun  WA-O Port Orchard  4th Sat  

WA-C Everett  2nd Sat  WA-P Longview  3rd Sat  

WA-D Aberdeen  2nd Sun  WA-Q Puyallup  1st Fri  

WA-E Bellevue  3rd Sat  WA-R Walla Walla  1st Sat  

WA-F Tacoma  4th Sun  WA-V Auburn  1st Thu  

WA-H Lynden  2nd Tue  WA-Y Enumclaw  2nd Fri  

WA-I  Olympia  3rd Sun  WA-Z Centralia  2nd Sat  

WA-L Kennewick  2nd Sat  WA-X Vancouver  1st Sat  

WA-M Yakima  1st Sat     

Chapter O hosts a gathering the 4th Saturday of 

each month at the Airport Diner, located at the 
Bremerton Municipal Airport on State Route 3. 

Breakfast starts at 8:00 AM followed by the gather-

ing at 9:00 AM. See WWW.GWRRA.ORG for other 

chapters meeting locations and times.  

Chapter Gatherings  

 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------  

 

Search the newsletter for your GWRRA number. If 

you find your number you will receive $5.00 towards 

your breakfast at the chapter meeting during the 

month of the newsletter.  

Find your GWRRA number  

Hello everyone!  

  This is my first newsletter as editor and boy do I feel the power.!  Hold me backé..I could get dangerous! 

 I thought owning a Gold Wing made me bad but this is pretty heady stuff. Think about it, I could either start or 

ruin someoneõs career! Thatõs poweré.most likely I will cut my own head off if I am not careful but I will try to 

keep myself in check but be warned just the same. (smile)  

 Finally a break in the weather and none too soon because last Saturday I finally went on a poker run  with Chap-

ter WA -C. Six of us  grabbed the Kingston Ferry to Everett way too early in the morning and the ferry ride was 

fun, the coffee good and  the ride was very nice. Some of you know that I donõt care for group rides  so donõt ex-

pect me to be saying how great it was but as far as rides go, it was nice. I can usually do one a year so I have done 

mine.  Anyway, none of us won anything and didnõt buy anything this year but the food and people were what itõs all 

about and that makes it interesting and sometimes fun!  About 300 miles for the day PLUS the ferry.  

 You will notice, PLEASE NOTICE that the chapter gathering has been moved to the 30th of NEXT MONTH 

ONLY because  of Memorial Day Weekend. We felt that it only made sense because of all of the activities going 

on at that time. 251596  

 There is also the maintenance day at my casa coming  on the 3rd. I should have everything that you might possi-

ble need EXCEPT the parts.  I can dispose of oil, filters, and the like. Just bring your parts as I even have tools 

and air. If your not sure, just give me a ring.  

  A note of a different type. For the past month, I have been building a very nice garden and green house. One of 

those things that you think that you need as you age..(no, not as in getting old) Anyway, Sharon and I are all ears 

on learning how to do this. Last year we grew a tomato plant, loved the fruit and decided we needed to spend a 

couple of thousand dollars and many days of back breaking work to save a couple of bucks growing our own stuff.  

 I have never been a normal thinker so save that advice. We just could use some advice on òfarmingó. 

 I have just about used up my little newsletter space so I will get the heck out of here while I can. See ya!  

                 Rick Williams  WA -O ACD (and NOW Newsletter Editor)  
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   Greetings to the pod.                                                                                                                                                                                             

To start with, I would like to say thank you to everyone for the welcome and encouragement that we have received since join-

ing chapter O and in being appointed ACDs. We are both are excited and looking forward to our time in office. 

  On the 7th of April, several of us gathered for the dinner social at Ginoôs in Port Orchard. This was Nelson Wagnerôs pick, 

and a good one it was. I didnôt get an exact count but about 18 to 20 of us got together for a relaxing time with good food. 

   As we start looking forward to May and some warmer, dryer weather, weôll have several chances to get together and ride. 

The dinner social next month is in Gig Harbor on the 5th,. This time itôs Louise Harrisonôs pick.  Donôt forget about 

Brotherôs Honda Days on the 9th and 10th. Chapter Lôs desert spring fling is the 22nd to 25th, Memorial Day weekend. Then 

the chapter meeting is moved to the 30th.    

    Everyone remember to ride safe, have fun and find someone to uplift, encourage and invite along. 

 

                              Patrick Holmes ACD WA-O 

 

ACDs Pat and Debbie Holmes  
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--------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Greetings Pod from Bill and Lori your Chapter Educators. 

 Well I think spring has finally sprung. The weather seems to be improving and the grass is starting to grow. So It s time 

to start thinking about riding. Here is and interesting article to put you in the right frame of mind. 

by David L. Hough 

There are some parts of the country where motorcyclists ride all year round, but most of us put the bike away during the 

nastier weather months. If your   motorcycle has been sitting in the garage all winter, it probably needs a  little attention 

before it's ready to go. And if you haven't been riding for a while, your skills probably need some attention, too. Skills and 

habits  tend to get rusty if you don't use them. And even if you have been riding all winter, you may have gotten sloppy 

about some basic habits. Let's think  about some Spring Training for our riding skills. Put Your Brain in Gear Before You 

Ease Out the Clutch 

When you get back on the bike for that first spring ride, remember to shift  your brain back into "motorcycle". 

It doesn't take long driving a car every day for your motorcycling tactics  to lose that edge. In a car, you're just part of the 

vehicular herd, jostling for position in traffic. But that also means other drivers are more  likely to see you, since your car 

is more-or-less the same size as theirs. And if your vehicle of choice has been an aggressive looking SUV or 

pickup  truck, other drivers have probably given you more space. The point is, you may have gotten used to other drivers 

giving you your road space. Driving a four-wheeler too much has a way of dulling our motorcycling survival instincts. On 

a motorcycle, you need to keep your brain in "traffic survival mode".  Motorcycles are shorter, narrower, and harder to 

see in traffic. More to the point, many drivers don't think of motorcycles as "real" vehicles worthy of  road space, so it is 

much more likely that drivers will change lanes on top of you, pull out of a parking lot right in front of you, or make a 

quick swerve across your path. If you haven't been challenged for road space recently, the first  transgression may get 

you hot under the helmet, but before you react stupidly, remember that it may not be driver-to-driver aggression, but just 

a lack of respect for a motorcyclist. Remember, might makes right. Bigger  vehicles CAN run smaller vehicles off the 

road because they are bigger. Sure, you might be able to knock the door off a Geo with your K1200LT, if  the driver stu-

pidly opens it into your way, but even heavyweight bikers are going to come out second best in a collision with a full-size 

truck. So, before you head out into traffic on your first ride of the season, take  a few moments to shift your mental gears 

back to "motorcycle" again. Remember, motorcyclists are at the bottom of the heap. Some drivers are not going to give 

you your road space, even if you have the legal right of way.  You'll either move it out of the way, or lose it. To help you 

remember that, here's a little ditty you can recite to yourself  as you ease out the clutch: "He was right, dead right, as he 

sped along. But he's just as dead as if  he'd been wrong." We might also put in a plug here for the book "Street Strate-

gies" which you might consider reading before strapping on your rid                                                                               

Counter steer 

we constantly remind the faithful that two-wheelers are balanced by  counter steering, and we continue to get questions 

about this. We even get letters from people who deny that it works, and from others who agree  intellectually that it must 

(Continued on page 5) 

Bill and Lori Biltoft, Chapter Educators  
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work, but aren't sure they want to try it yet. Let's note that the driver of a four-wheeler doesn't have to balance it, and 

changing direction is just a matter of twisting the steering wheel. A  four-wheeler starts to change direction instantly, just 

as soon as the front wheels steer towards the turn. On a two-wheeler, you need to lean the bike over before it begins to 

turn. The way we do that is to steer the contact patch out from under the bike to force it to lean over. In a nutshell, to initi-

ate a left turn, push on  the left grip. To make the bike lean right, push on the right grip. Or, to think of this in a different 

way, steer the front contact patch opposite the  way you want to go. The point is, you have to get the motorcycle leaned 

over before it starts to turn, and the most accurate way to control lean angle is  by steering the handlebars counter to the 

way you want to go   ( counter-steering ) . Practice counter-steering to affirm that it really does cause the bike to  lean. 

Yes, throwing your weight around or putting more weight on one-foot peg or  hanging off towards the inside will also con-

trol balance and direction. Yes, it's possible for the riders of most motorcycles to steer the bike at "hands-off". To remind 

yourself about counter-steering on your next ride, focus on what  you are doing to balance and steer. Before you head 

out into traffic, get the bike in a straight line at about 30 mph, and push alternately on the  left and right grips to steer 

from one side of your lane to the other. If you are riding a cruiser style machine with "laid back" ergonomics, try  pulling 

both grips towards the direction you want to go. To turn left, pull both grips toward the left. To turn right, pull both grips 

toward the right. It may take one or two seconds to get the bike leaned. The point is, motorcycles respond to counter-

steering, whether their riders realize it or  not. We're simply suggesting everyone get in tune with their bikes.  Practice 

Braking Driving a four-wheeler, you've probably had to jam on the brakes once or  twice to avoid collisions. Squealing 

tires? What do we care? All you have to do is jam down the power brake pedal with your foot, and hang on. Back on a 

motorcycle, you need to remind yourself that you can take a tumble  if you don't brake skillfully. And on a bike, it's impor-

tant to focus on the front brake lever, not the foot pedal. Even if your bike has ABS, linked  brakes, or integrated front/

rear brakes, the front brake is still the most  powerful. If you intend to stop in minimum distance, whether in a straight line 

or in  a curve, you need proficient braking skills, and that means practice. First, make a point of covering the front brake 

lever whenever you're approaching a  potentially hazardous situation. If you aren't covering the front brake, you may for-

get to use it, or it may take so much reaction time to get on the  brake you can't avoid a smasho. Consciously use the 

front brake during every stop, and as part of your  cornering sequence. When slowing for a turn, squeeze the front 

brake  lightly, to help make that a habit. Approaching a busy intersection, dab on  the front brake enough to slow the bike 

a few MPH and get the discs heated  up. Second, get in some serious quick stop practice now and again. Braking is 

a  fine art, and you can't expect to be good at it if you don't practice. Find some vacant strip of clean, level pavement 

away from traffic, and practice  quick stops for an hour or two, at least once each year. Get the bike up to speed in sec-

ond gear, and at the braking point, squeeze the clutch, roll off  the throttle, and smoothly apply the brakes. Concentrate 

on applying both brakes firmly just short of skidding the tires, shift down to first gear  before stopping, and bring the bike 

to a complete stop with your left foot down and your right foot on the rear brake. Start your initial braking runs  at 20 mph, 

and gradually work up the dial as you gain confidence.  

 At least once each year, put in some serious braking practice. For older bikes and those without ABS, it's important to 

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 6) 
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modulate the brakes  just short of skidding the tires. If you skid the front tire, you can avoid a fall by immediately releas-

ing the brake lever, and then squeezing a little  less aggressively to stop the bike. Skidding the rear tire is more likely, 

and potentially a lot more hazardous. If you skid the rear tire out to one  side and then panic and let off the brake, you 

could flip the bike into a "high side" that launches you into a short flight.  If you do slide the rear sideways during a quick 

stop, it's critical to restrain your survival instinct to let up on the pedal. Stay on the pedal  until the bike comes to a com-

plete stop. The solution is to learn to use as much rear brake as you can without skidding the tire, and that only 

comes  with practice. For sports bikes with short wheelbases and sticky tires,  you'll have to modulate the front brakes 

short of full power to keep the  rear wheel on the ground.  

Ride The Twisties   

Aggressive riders need no encouragement to find a twisty road. Timid riders  may need a little shove. Even if you see 

yourself as a conservative rider, it is worthwhile to spend some time on twisty roads, because that's really  the only way 

to get skillful at quick changes in direction. Sure, you can practice emergency swerves in a parking lot, but in a crisis 

such as a left-turning car, you will probably resort to habits. And the most practical way to develop the right habits is to 

ride a twisty road that requires you  to change direction quickly and frequently. But let's emphasize the importance of 

practicing the RIGHT habits. On your next ride on a twisty road, ride at a slower pace well within your  perceived limit, 

and concentrate on specific cornering techniques. For instance, concentrate first on achieving an entry speed that allows 

you to  roll on the throttle all the way around the turn, then concentrate on a better line, then on keeping your eyes level, 

and so on. Use your front  brake to help slow the bike to cornering speed, look as far through the turn as you can to plan 

a "delayed apex" line, and then ease on the throttle as  you counter steer the bike into the turn. Keep your head up, your 

eyes level with the horizon, and your nose pointed in the direction you want the bike  to go. Cornering control starts with 

the right steps in the right sequence.  The point is, get more familiar with leaning the bike over, and gain some confi-

dence in your tires. If you can also smooth out your braking, throttle control, counter steering, and cornering lines, those 

are additional payoffs that you can use for either more enjoyment, or keeping more traction "in the  bank". Reading The 

Surface The natural resting position of a motorcycle is horizontal. The key to  staying upright is to learn to read the road 

surface. One big concern about riding two-wheelers is maintaining balance, and that  depends mostly upon traction. A 

four-wheeler or sidecar rig can slide the+ tires without falling down. Sliding either tire on a two-wheeler can quickly  result 

in a crash. Remember, a motorcycle is balanced mostly by steering the front wheel contact patch directly under the cen-

ter of gravity, whether the  front-end geometry automatically does it, or the rider does it. Either way, some traction is re-

quired to keep the bike up. If there isn't sufficient  traction, the contact patches can slide sideways, allowing gravity to 

pull the bike onto its side. All motorcyclists understand this, but not all of us are skillful at reading  the surface. First, con-

tinue to monitor the road surface far enough ahead to have time to take evasive action. The primary technique is to look 

for  changes in surface color or texture, indicating a change in traction.  Second, practice techniques for managing trac-

tion. Next time you're out for  a ride on a curvy road, practice smooth cornering lines and smooth throttle control. Plan 

your line to put your tires over the most tractable surface.  For instance, if there is a slippery white plastic arrow on the 

surface, plan a smooth line to one side of the arrow to avoid making any sudden  changes while leaned over.  If slippery 

surfaces make you nervous, the fix is to get in some riding  practice on unpaved roads. Spend a day riding a gravel road 

such as a county farm road, or a National Forest road. If you're too cautious to ride gravel  on your big road burner, bor-

row a smaller dual sport machine. But whatever you ride, get in some "dirt" time to gain familiarity. It's not just a  matter 

of being able to handle a detour now and then; it's a matter of   learning more about traction control.                                        
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Keep Speed Within Sight Distance 

Lots of motorists get into trouble because they don't adjust speed to what's  happening. It may be perfectly sensible to 

motor down the highway at 60 mph in clear weather, but that's way too fast when the road disappears into a  fog bank. 

One minor collision can quickly turn into a major pileup as drivers continue to slam into the fog-shrouded wreckage at 

speed.  Most  motorcyclists would recognize the extreme hazard of riding into a fog bank on a busy freeway, but some 

riders don't seem to understand that blind turns  are as hazardous as thick fog. Those who are surprised by hazards 

such as a stalled car or a decreasing-radius curve don't have time to react, and end  up contributing to the statistics.  

The clever rider adjusts speed so that he can always stop with sight  distance. Next time you're out for a ride, make a 

point of adjusting speed to sight  distance. When your view of the road ahead closes up, immediately reduce speed. Use 

your front brake, both to scrub off speed, and prepare yourself  for a quick stop. That same technique works for intersec-

tions where your view of side streets is blocked by a truck, a twisty road where you can't  see around the curve, or a hill 

that blocks your view of what's on the other  side.  Keep Bike Speed Within Your Thinking Speed It's tempting to think 

that horsepower relates to enjoyment of the ride. A bigger, faster bike should be greater fun, right? Well, there are lots of 

high-horsepower machines out there to give you the opportunity to find out.  We bring this up because springtime seems 

to get a lot of riders drooling over a newer, faster ride. What a lot of riders discover is that race-replica bikes are a hand-

ful to control on public roads, and not as enjoyable as the price tag might suggest. More than a few riders fool them-

selves into thinking that more  power will make up for less skill, only to crash more expensive machines at higher 

speeds. 

For most of us, the limits are determined more by our skill level than by  horsepower. This isn't an indictment of big-

power bikes, it's a caution about the importance of keeping bike speed within your thinking speed. If  you've been driving 

a car that takes 8 or 10 seconds to reach 70 mph, your cranial habits may be way too slow for a bike that accelerates up 

to warp  speeds with a half-twist of the throttle.  Symptoms of allowing the bike to get ahead of your thinking include run-

ning  wide in corners, and panic reactions such as suddenly snapping off the gas or jamming on the rear brake at mid-

corner.If you're scaring yourself too frequently, there are several options other than buying more life insurance or giving 

up motorcycling. One option is to  choose a less powerful, more controllable machine. Even if you're determined to ride a 

170 mph bike, it makes sense to learn better control skills on a  more forgiving machine. If you're determined to ride a 

fast bike fast, you might start thinking about riding the track instead of public roads. You can  start that journey by taking 

a few of the track schools. But one approach that's good for any bike is to learn to control your riding  so that you stay 

well within your own limits. Let Dr. Curve and those more daring riders zip on by, and ride your own ride. You will go out 

and practice these things, won't you? 



GWRRA Washington District Staff (http://www.gwrra - wa.org)  

District Director  Michael & Peggy Hudnell  DD@gwrra -wa.org  

Assistant District Director  Hank & Marilyn Smith  add@gwrra -wa.org  

Assistant District Director  Bob & Patty Spencer  add@gwrra -wa.org  

District Ambassadors Coordinator  Open  ambassador@gwrra -wa.org  

District Couple of the Year  Carmen & Dan Weakland  coy@gwrra -wa.org  

District COY/IOY Coordinators  Bob & Thess Thurgood  coy.ioy@gwrra -wa.org  

District Educator  Jim & Pam Swart  educator@gwrra -wa.org  

District Leadership Training  Bill & Barb Ellis  LTD@gwrra -wa.org  

District Membership Coordinator  Carmen Weakland  Membership@gwrra -wa.org  

District Newsletter Editor  Shirley Dufner  newsletter@gwrra -wa.org  

District Stores  Greg & Janet Beeck  stores@gwrra -wa.org  

District Treasurer  Erv & Phyllis Granahan  Treasurer@gwrra -wa.org  

District Webmaster  John & Barb Smith  Webmaster@gwrra -wa.org  

District Vendor Coordinators  Dave & Terri McCullough   

GWRRA Region I Staff (http://www.bigskyregioni.org)  

Region Directors  Steve and Sandy Henicksman  ssheni@cableone.net  

Assistant Directors  TBA TBA 

Rider Educators  Lee and Anna Nelson  jetone@cableone.net  

Rider Instructor Coordinators  Eric and Mona Carlson  ericandmona@comcast.net  

Membership Enhancement Coordinators  Donna and Doug Deskin  donnadeskin@comcast.net  

Leadership Trainers  Jim and Joy Fleming  flemster@q.com  

Couple of the Year Coordinators  Dave and Dawna Hill  dada@bresnan.net  

Treasurer  Diane Covert  mzkiz@cableone.net  

Webmaster  Dave Covert  kizby@cableone.net  

Couple of the Year  Dale and Shirley Dufner  dld1@comcast.net  

Newsletter Editor  Dianne Kester  kesteribo@cableone.net  

GWRRA Chapter WA - O Staff (http://www.gwrra - wao.org)                                            

Chapter Director  Ken & Sandi Smith  360 -876 -6737  ksmith6737@msn.com  

Assistant Chapter Director  Rick & Sharon Williams  360 -876 -1994  rwilli4786@gmail.com  

Assistant Chapter Director  Pat & Debbie Holmes  360 -876 -8049  pmhol@msn.com  

Chapter Greeter  Jack Davies  360 -372 -2705  twopoles@msn.com  

Chapter Mentor  John Scrivner  360 -275 -8606  JScrivner@wavecable.com  

Chapter Store  Jim Olmsted  360 -275 -4049  bethoveen5th@wavecable.com  

Membership Enhancement  J.K. Laird  360 -871 -8174  jklaird@wavecable.com  

Newsletter Editor  Rick Williams  360 -876 -1994  rwilli4786@gmail.com  

Newsletter Publisher  Myrna Scrivner  360 -275 -8606  MyrnaS@wavecable.com  

Phone Tree  Kay Beck  360 -876 -6873  KBeck98528@aol.com  

Phone Tree  Vickie Parsons  360 -851 -2517   

Ride Coordinator  Phil Kirbow  360 -874 -8020  biggist@bigfoot.com  

Rider Educator  Bill & Lori Biltoft  360 -871 -7518  bbiltoft@wavecable.com  

Special Events Coordinator  John & Myrna Scrivner  360 -275 -8606  JScrivner@wavecable.com  

Sunshine Announcer  Peggy Schmidt  360 -275 -4178   

Technical Coordinator  Frank Taber  360 -895 -1223   

Treasurer & Public Relations  Jan Olmsted  360 -275 -4049  bethoveen5th@wavecable.com  

Webmaster  Marisa & Tim White   nascar8and48@msn.com  

Ways and Means  Donna Dodge  360 -876 -9398   
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Birthdays  
¶ 5/01 -  Tom Curley  

¶ 5/05 -  Mark Dozer  

¶ 5/11 -  Don Rees 

¶ 5/19 -  Merilee Rees  

¶ 5/30 -   David Miller  

 Birthdays and Anniversaries  

Chapter O Calendar and Schedule of Events  

¶  

¶ May 2nd,    WA - V Visitation. Leave 

76 Station @ 0730  

¶ May 3rd...Chapter WA - B  gather-

ing,..to meet there  

¶ May 3rd, Bike Maintance Day @ Rick 

and Sharonõs Ranch..starts at 1;00pm 

with a hot dog roast  

¶ May 5th, Dinner Social El Pleubitos, 

Gig Harbor at 6:30 PM  

¶ May 9th, WA - F Crazy Ride (FYI)  

¶ May 9th and 10th, GWRRA Apprecia-

tion Event and Poker Run  

¶ May 12th, Planning Meeting at Ken 

and Sandiõs at 6:30 

¶ May 16th, Armed Forces Day Parade

(Time to be announced)  

¶ May 22nd through the 25th, GWRRA    

WA - L Desert Spring Fling  

¶ MAY 23rdth WA.O Gathering MOVED 

to MAY 30th!!  

May 2009  
Sun Mon Tues Wed  Thur  Fri  Sat  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

Anniversaries  
¶ 5/02 -  Bill and Lori Biltoft  

¶ 5/22 -  Vern and Rita Walker  
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CRAZY LARRY'S  

 CUSTOM NEON & ACCESSORIES  

Assorted Colors ~ Gold Wing Accessories  

Tires & Installation ~ Service & Brakes  

8016 South Durango (behind the B & I)  

Phone # (253) 588 - 8155  

Fax # (253) 589 - 3359  

Email: larry600@email.msn.com  

Owner: Larry Gay  

 Visit our website at: www.crazylarrysneon.com  

Your Advertisement Could Be Right Here!  
 

Call Ken at 360 - 876 - 6737 for more information!  

2115 Carriage Drive SW  
-  Capitol Auto Mall -  
Olympia, WA 98502  

Phone: (360) 357 - 9633  
Fax: (360) 754 - 0920  

Toll Free: (800) 277 - 9633  
http://www.hondabike.com  

South Bound Honda  
2724 96th Street South  
Lakewood, WA 98499  

Phone: (253) 582 - 2288  
Fax: (253) 582 - 2294  

http://www.hondabike.com  

GWRRA National Contact Information (http://www.gwrra.org)  

GWRRA Home Office  
21423 North 11th Avenue  

Phoenix, Arizona 85027  

Phone: 800 -843 -9460 or 623 -581 -2500 (Phoenix)  
Fax: 623 -581 -3844  

Email: customerservice@gwrra.org  


