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Thoughts from your Chapter Director

Greeting to the Pod

Well here goes, this is my first news letter as your new Chapter Director.

For those who dondt know me very wel %
O for just over 4 years. | started o
Stores, then News Letter Editor and then John asked Sandi and | to step

up and work as one his Assistant Chapter Directors. Some of you are retired
or self employed or like me are tied down to a specific job and schedule. |
work as Detective with the Kitsap County Sheriffs Office with major crimes
and am one of the CSI, Fingerprint and Video Examiners. As most know | ,
don6ét bring my work home so if you h
may not the able to answer it. Sandi is the Floral Manager at the Port Orchard Safeway, so if you want good flow-
ers see her.

With still working full time | am going to need a lot of help, not only from the staff members but from all of our

members with as much time as you can afford to give. | know that we all have lives, so we participate and help as

we can with GWRRA. Our chapter runs very well, so why make a lot of changes to something that is proving it

works. Without some changes things tend to stagnate and members may start to lose interest. With that | do

have several ideas to help the chapter members stay better informed as to what is going on in the future, and for

new members | want to them start right away. Many of you have already received an email (several) from me with

the 2009 calendar of up coming events. | plan on having several of the Calendar of Events and New Member

Guides on the table available when you sign in at chapter
for those who dondt want the news | etter emailed you wil!/l
group email list put together of members so that when an issue does come up and the staff feels the body needs

to be made aware | can make a quick contact with everyone, as well as using the phone tree for those who do not

have email.

Ot her changes and other things, | 6m sure, will come up th
on what the situation is, the information will go out to the members. But for now Sandi and | will be getting our
feet wet and with everyonefs help will adjust to our new

want to thank everyone now for your on going and up coming help.

We had an excellent turn out for the Christmas Party with more food than we knew what to do with. The weather
also co-operated. The facility at Long Lake is really nice for such gatherings. Thanks Rick for checking it out and
giving John the info. John, Bill, Rick and | were the judges and taste testers for the cookie contest and after we

got over an extreme sugar high, we picked Jan Ol msteadds
| dve attached her recipe to the news | etter i f youdre int.
their |l ong steady service as chapter directors with a pla

(Continued on page 2)



CDs Ken & Sandi Smith ACDs Rick & Sharon Williams

John and Myrna arendt going Hikvaryonel Thanks to everyone
for coming out and helping with the set up and clean up.
Without the members involvement functions like this

are hard to put together.

As we nestle in our warm homes this snowy and cold
(for us Washingtonians) year, we must remember that
not all have it as well as we. Sure, we all have a strug-

We have a few things coming up in January like the gle of some kind in the attempt to maintain a standard
Chosen Frozen on the 1st Ne wofliviegave desir®ar tryjing to fesech atnew lavdi & life

ride or drive to the Olalla boat ramp to watch the folks but have you tried to base your happiness on what you
jump into the water. Our dinner social will be at the Air have and not upon what you don't? | have found many
Port Dinner on the 6th to show our appreciation for happy people that have little in comparison to, let's

them having our chapter gatherings. Sandi and | will be say, me and seem much happier than | would expect
missing that because Sandi is having knee replacement them to be. Most of them appreciate what they have
surgery that day, keep her in your thoughts. Then and not what they do not. It's a concept that | have
thereds our chapter meeti ng jushbegureto r€&ahraddil amealreddy b happiel persoa. c -
tually step up to chapter directors with the oath of Take an inside look and you will find a lot to be happy

of fice and that same night iaboutChapter |1 86s Casino Night,

which is usually a lot of fun. | put this on the calendar
of events, but just so folks keep in the backs of their
minds, when we head toward Seattle we usually meet at
the Tremont 76 in Port Orchard and when we head for

and her words have never rung more true than when |

Olympia or the coast area we meet at the Safeway in am sick or facing something more permanent. Still, |

Bel f a|~r, and webve been IeaVa'mr{/gryhapiz)yoaﬂqdittlsbe%ausKe'l ﬁa&e?eglize\c/jv%élt
Denny&s when we head North.

my wealth is not in what | have or don't nor my health

We d | | see you down t he r oad issuedbutanty wdalthés inenk fagndshdps. It bas takere r -
ing a long time to arrive at this place in my sense of val-

ues. Being a Foster Parent certainly has caused me to
see a different thread of life.

How about health? My Mother always said that "if you
don't have good health, then you have nothing". | have
had my share (as far as | am concerned) of problems

Ken and Sandi Smith
Chapter Directors

Our Chapter had another wonderful Christmas party,

Chapter Gatherings this time at Long Lake Community Center and it was as
warm and friendly as any that we have ever had. The
WA-V_|Auburn 1stThu |WA-Q |Puyallup 1st Fri cold weather certainly made being indoors a cozy ex-
WA-M |vakima IstSat |WA-R [wallaWalla  [1st Sat perience but it was the people, the hugs and hand-
WA-B |Bremerton 1stSun [WA-H [Lynden 2nd Tue shakes, joking and laughing that were so special. The
WA-W |Wenatchee  [2nd Tue [WA-Y |Enumclaw 2nd Fri fun food, the cookie contest and the most amazing
WA-C |Everett 2nd Sat  |WA-L |Kennewick 2nd Sat thing for me was the generosity of our members.
WA-Z |Centralia 2nd Sat |WA-D |Aberdeen 2nd Sun As a Foster Parent, | am keenly aware of many
WA-S  |Ephrata 3rd Thu (WA-E [Bellevue 3rd Sat things in this unfortunate necessity of life. The holi-
WA-G |Gig Harbor ~ |3rd Sat |WA-K |White Salmon  |3rd Sat days sees many families snap and go into horrible cri-
WA-P |Longview 3rd Sat |WA-1 |Olympia 3rd Sun ses. Lack of a job, money for necessities or gifts, de-
WA-N_|Spokane 3rd Sun |IWA-A |Seattle ath Sat pression brought on by notion that you are SUPPOSED
WA-O |Portorchard lath sat IWA-F |Tacoma 2th Sun to be happy and many other issues. The causalities are

broken homes, dangerous situations and suddenly kids

: _ are taken from their parents (for safety) and placed
each month at the Airport Diner, located at the . . .
Bremerton Municipal Airport on State Route 3 into foster care until a hopeful solution can be worked

Breakfast starts at 8:00 AM followed by the gather- out by judges and Social Workers. The kids are placed
ing at 9:00 AM. See WWW.GWRRA.ORG for other in an unfamiliar home with people they have never met
chapters meeting locations and times.

Chapter O hosts a gathering the 4th Saturday of
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ACDs Rick & Sharon Williams

Chapter Christmas Party

(Continued from page 2)

and usually without contact of one or both of their par-
ents. It's Christmas and they have nothing but uncer-
tainty and fear. Then the generosity of strangers

steps in and Chapter O did just that. You brought gifts
for these kids and very nice ones at that! When Sharon
and | took those gifts from our Christmas party, we
were warmed to the heart by what you have given, to
kids that you will never know or hear from. Now that's
Christmas!

Here are the words of thanks from the person that
received the gifts and she will make sure that needy
and deserving kids get them this Holiday.

Rick and Sharon,

"Please pass on our heartfelt "thank you" to the mem-
bers of your motorcycle club. The generosity of the
Gold Wing Roaders is truly appreciated. The toys you
all have donated will be given to children coming into
foster care just before Christmas. While we know
Christmas is a very hard time for many of our State's
foster children, the care and generosity of individuals
like your club members does help give the kids a feeling
of being cared for and valued. | know they will find
some comfort in your gifts on Christmas morning. Once
again, thank you to the Gold Wing Road Riders WA -O
chapter. You guys are awesome!! 56 items for kids".
Jennie Brusco, Community and Family Services Founda-
tion.

| don't need to say more except | am proud to be a
Chapter O member because of you.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
Rick and Sharon Williams ACD WA -O
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Well, another wonderful Holiday Season has come and
gone. This year we had a very relaxing time at our
yearly Christmas Party.

John & | wanted our last party as CD's to be without a
lot of work for everyone, no cleaning and cooking.  So
we rented the Community Center at Long Lake, which
was a very nice facility. Very private with all the
amenities we needed.

As sometimes happens this time of year, it began to
snow as we were loading the food into the car.  But all
was well, it was just a flurry (as the weather men say)

We had plenty of food and time for visiting and sharing
with all our GWRRA family.

The Cookie Contest was won by Jan Olmsted, her rec-
ipe is in the newsletter as well as on the Chapter web
site.

Rick & Sharon left that evening with a car full of toys
for the Foster Children.  Thank to everyone for your
kind donations.

We also collected some food for the food bank, which
we will add to what ever we collect at the December
meeting. They are always so appreciative of what ever
we bring them. It's a good feeling to think you helped
put a smile on a Childs face at Christmas time.

John & | were presented with a wonderful plaque in
appreciation of the last 4 years we have served as CD's
of this Great Chapter.  We want all of you to know that
it was truly our pleasure. We are looking forward to
working with the Chapter in some other capacity, your
not rid of us yet.

We would love to hear some feed back on what every-
one thought of the party.  Your opinions will help us to
plan a party that everyone will enjoy next year.

John & Myrna
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Winning Cookie Recipe

An Ode To St. Chrome -1t

Dreamsicle Cookies in a Jar

% cup of powdered orange flavored drink mix, such as
Tang

3/4 cup of white sugar

1 ¥ cups of vanilla baking chips
1 % cups of all-purpose flour

% teaspoon baking soda

1 teaspoon baking powder

Combine the flour with the baking soda and powder.
Layer the ingredients in a clean glass wide mouth quart
sized jar, starting with the Tang, then sugar, vanilla
chips, and ending with the flour mixture. Press each
layer firmly in place before adding the next ingredient.
Attached a recipe card with the following instructions

to the jar:

Dreamsicle Cookies:
Preheat oven to 375 degrees F (190 degrees C).

Empty contents into large mixing bowl. Add % cup of
soften butter, 1 egg slightly beaten and 1 teaspoon of
vanilla extract. Mix until completely blended.

Roll heaping tablespoonfuls into balls. Place 2 inches
apart on a lightly greased baking sheet.

Bake at 375 degrees F (190 degrees C) for 12 to 14
minutes or until the tops are very lightly browned. Cool
5 minutes on the sheet, then remove cookies to a wire
rack for complete cooling.

Makes 2 % dozen cookies

Recipe supplied by Jan Olmstead
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(The patron saint of Goldwings)
Tdwas in the evenings

And the night was covered in stars.
Not a Goldwing was alight,
Not even the others at the bars.

The accessories were hung by the work -bench with
care,

In hopes that St. Chrome -1t would soon be there;
The little back seat riders were all snug in their beds,
As visions of rally pins danced in their heads;

While mamma in her new chapter vest and | in my color
matched helmet

Had just settled down for the next seasons session of
map-it,

When out on the drive way we heard a quiet engine
mummer,

| sprang from the mapping program to see what was
the matter.

Away to the garage | flew in a twinkle,

Tore open my pocket to give automatic garage door a
jingle.
Thesecurity -1 i ght ds gl ar e,

Gave the glitter of mid -day to the objects parked
there,

When, what to my wandering eyes should appear,

But a miniature Goldwing, with a color matched trailer.
Editorial comment:

A Candy Apple Red GL 1800 is it.

With tasteful chrome accents on it.

After all, nothing but the best for St Chrome -It.
The little old rider, was so quick and competent,

| knew in an instant it,

Must be St. Chrome -It.

More quietly than embossed eagles his engine it came,

And he whistled, and whispered, and called his pistons

(Continued on page 5)

twilight
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An Ode To St. Chrome -1t

(Continued from page 4)
by name;

"Fire now, piston 1! Now, piston 6! Fire now, piston 2
and piston 4!

Fire on piston 3! Piston 5! Fire on!
Over the sprinkler system and across the lawn

When an obstacle he met,
wheelie heod do.
Aut hords not e: after al/l
So up to the garage -top he flew,

With a trailer full of chromed due
St. Chrome -It too.

-dads and toys and

And then, in a jiffy, on the roof of the carport
| heard chrome -plated kickstand click and report.
As | drew back my hand, and was turning around,

In through the exhaust vent St. Chrome -1t came with

a bound.

He was all safety dressed from his helmet to his boot.
On his color matched ballistic there was no soot.

Nor was there a mar on his helmet or boot.

(Except for the shift scuff on the top of his left
foot.)

A bundle of Chrome bike toys, he had flung on his
back,

He looked like a rally vendor opening his pack.

His mirrored face shield was ratcheted up into place.
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He had a round little belly and happy face.
He was chubby and plump,

Because of
pump.

exercise he got

He reminded me so much of myself.

So | laughed when | saw this jolly old elf,

h i sAwmkofhismeye ard a fvidt ofhisgeara nd  a

Soon gave me to know | had nothing to fear,
He éspokgzl notG alwor&, gu?mcl)eht straight to his work,

And chromed all the accessories; and then turned with
a jerk,

And laying his finger aside of his helmet,
And giving his face shield a click,
Through the exhaust vent he sprang real quick;
He swung his leg across his wing

To his throttle he gave a twist,

As he drove away,

Down the highway,

| heard his stereo play,

| Did It My Way.

And as he drove away,

| heard him say.

"Happy Christmas to all! Keep it shinny!
And to all a good -night."

January 1st, 2009
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Chapter Educators

Greetings Pod from Bill and Lori your Chapter Educators.

We hope everyone has a Merry Christmas and a great New Year.

Three -Wheeled Vehicles , A few sobering realities

By: James R. Davis

I must admit, converting my Wing to a trike has been thought about. So, too, have | thought about adding a side-
car. If two wheels are fun, three might be all the better, right?

Perhaps, but not for me.

| suffered from a delusion that many of my fellow riders seem to have - that three wheeled vehicles would be
easier to drive because they are more stable as a result of lacking any lean. Yes and no.

People have sent me many messages regarding their experiences on three -wheelers and | will use this Tip to share
with you what they had to say.

There is NO COUNTER -STEERING involved when driving a three -wheeler. If there was no other reason to be
careful about these machines, this one should at least tell you that you need to practice driving one before you
take it out onto public streets!

Front wheel traction is COMPROMISED in turns. You must drive more slowly in a curve than you would with a nor-
mal motorcycle because unlike with a two -wheeler which leans and therefore almost always has the front wheel
aligned with the bike's body, a three  -wheeler must be steered by actually turning the wheel. Thus, the bike's in-
ertia is constantly trying to straighten that wheel, or ride over it. At similar speeds a three -wheeler will lose
front wheel traction sooner than willatwo  -wheeler.

Both rider and passenger are substantially stressed during turns. The bike stays level so they are both forced by
centrifugal force towards the outside of their seats. Indeed, one person actually told me that he installed a
SEAT BELT for his passenger on his trike for this reason!

Trike handling is generally superior to that of motorcycles with sidecars, particularly those that do not allow some
lean of the motorcycle on curves. Sidecar handling in a curve is typically described as "constantly pulling to one
side when accelerating or decelerating, and requiring constant steering adjustments in turns."

Changes to a standard motorcycle that are ideal for making a sidecar handle better (such as shortening the trail
of the front -end or using a flatfooted automobile tire on the sidecar), make the motorcycle almost unrideable
without the sidecar (if detachable - a rather dumb idea, in my opinion) or if there is insufficient weight in the
sidecar.

With or without an automobile tire, an empty sidecar proves to be more difficult to handle than when occupied
with a passenger or load, for some people. One person reports that the sidecar manufacturer actually advises that
he put a 50 pound load into it if unoccupied, for stability and handling.

Unlike the conclusion that riding atwo -wheeler leads you to, a sidecar's wheel can be lifted (dangerously) only
when turning TOWARDS it (to the right, if mounted on the right side, for example.) This is the result, as de-

scribed above, of having to steer the bike by turning the front wheel rather than by leaning it. Note, please, that

as soon as the sidecar's tire leaves the ground you will once again be atwo -wheeler. Since the bike would at that
point be leaning heavily away from the curve you would INSTANTLY get a severe COUNTER  -STEERING push in
the direction of the lean!!!

(Continued on page 7)
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Three -Wheeled Vehicles , A few sobering realities

(Continued from page 6)

(Actually, one person advises that this is not really a severe reaction and manifests itself somewhat gradually -
depending on the height of the lifted wheel.)

Similarly, and just as unexpected based on two -wheel experience, if you take a turn too fast in a direction AWAY
from the sidecar you run the risk of actually lifting the REAR wheel off the ground and nose diving the rig (i.e., a
highside.)

Despite the fact that a flatfooted automobile tire would be ideal, the tires found on sidecars are almost always

NOT a standard automobile tire. It has been found on some occasions that Honda 15" motorcycle rims were fitted
with standard 15" automobile tires with less than comforting results. Automobile rims actually have a SMALLER
inside diameter than do motorcycle tires. Unless the rim has been specifically designed to automobile specifica-
tions you should NEVER mount an automobile tire on a sidecar. | suppose it also could go without saying, but while
I'm at it, one should NEVER inflate the tire on a sidecar (indeed, any tire) in excess of the pressure recom-

mended by the tire manufacturer (they have been known to KILL when exploding.).

Mounting a sidecar on most motorcycles will void the motorcycle warranty and many (possibly most) dealership
shops will not take them in for service.

Both acceleration and mileage are less with either a sidecar or a trike rig than a standard motorcycle.

This Tip is designed to forewarn rather than to discourage. | know several elderly riders that can no longer man-
age a two-wheeler who routinely ride three  -wheelers without any trouble at all.

On the other hand, | know a woman who decided to 'practice’ driving her husband's Wing with its new sidecar on
the public streets. She put her daughter in the sidecar and her husband rode as passenger. There would be no
high speeds for her - this was just a 'get familiar' ride.

At the very first turn she had to make at normal highway speeds she lost it. The daughter was flung out of the
sidecar and was hurt, but not badly. The husband sustained a broken collar bone. But the motorcycle landed on top
of the lady. It destroyed many of the organs in her pelvic area as well as broke many bones. (She survived it -
barely.)

Thus, the point of this Tip is that three -wheelers do not handle like two -wheelers and REQUIRE practice other
than on public roads before you should feel confident to venture out among '‘em.

A most attractive and possibly perfect compromise between motorcycle and automobile was recently announced.
Check it out for yourself at: www.carver.nl
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