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Thoughts from your Chapter Director

Greeting Pod Members,

Wel | | wel | we had March snow so | .
Sandi wereno6t able to attend the RH%E
Sandi just getting back to work shdf8

an unexpected death with our office. One of our chaplains passed away
and his services were the same day as Riders Ed, being | am on our
Honor Guard | needed to participate in his service.

April will bring a few things for us. We have a dinner social on the 7th

at Ginods, Nel son Wagner ds selecti

Rick Williams and we are planning on going on Chapter Cs fun run in b

Everett the 18th but | havendt see £ g As
months start to approach we will be getting out and putting the O, on the move, for our chapter. Bill has put to-

gether a Tike and Trailer ERC course that will be coming up in May so see his email.

With Dave and Debbie Miller leaving us for awhile in April, Rick Williams has agreed to take on the News Letter

from Dave. He and Dave will be getting together so Dave can get him up and running for May, Thanks Rick. Also

with adding new members to the staff, Assistant District Director Bob Spencer will be at March Chapter meeting

to swear in Pat and Debbie Holmes who are stepping up as Assistant Chapter Directors.

Again when you arrive at the chapter meeting please fills out a new dinner social suggestion (or put in the one you

had) for the draw can as we started over for the next year and also your suggestion for the couple and individual

of the year award.

Check the news letter for your GWRRA No.

Thatds all for now, see you at the upcoming chapter meetin

Ken and Sandi your CDs




March Dinner Social

Chapter Educators

Well the snow fell the day before our social this

month and melted away quickly. Unlike the 4 inches we
had on the ground at our house on the day of Febru-
aryods soci al

Will Spring every get here 222?

The turn out was great, we had 21 of our members in
attendance. Thanks to Ji
Vallarta restaurant in Port Orchard. Every one likes
Mexican food. We had one whole room to our selves,
so plenty of room to wander around and get a chance
to talk to everyone. There was lots of talk of the up
coming things that have been planned, everyone is
anxious for riding season to get started.

If you were unable to make it this month, put us on
your calendar for next
gestion was dr awn, hi s
chard, on April 7th at 6:30 pm. It is located on Bay
Street. It is somewhere we have not been before, so
we have the web link on the Calendar for April. You
can get directions and check out the menu there.

Add your choice of favorite restaurant to jar at the
meeting, maybe the next
for a Free dinner. We have a good time at these
monthly socials, we hope to see you there next time.

Myrna Scrivner, Events Coordinator

m O

Greeting Pod from Bill and Lori your Chapter Educa-
tors.

I know that last month | said spring is just around the
corner but it snowed 3 times and hailed for over 30

mi nutes today. It is
an unusual March. But hang in there. It is bound to
?h%\getb%fodfedlosng. of Puerto

choice

Cruise Control, NEVER if the
road is wet!

By: James R. Davis

You may have cruise control on your bike and you may
think it's God's gift when you are out on a long ride

mo n 't hand yol¥ Aghtthahd bedhfd & Bréntp OB%it you Yn@uid
c hoi ¢y akéhon & 1hid Kt Bfadvice: NEVERUSelcruisdr -

control if the
road is wet!

If your bike's speed sensor obtains its information
from the front wheel and the ground is slippery, your
engine can begin to race aggressively as that control

dr a Wil {o inéreadt SouysPeld: That, of codufsé Spindtgeo d

rear tire.
You have lost control!

And if that's not bad enough, once you pass beyond
that wet spot and regain traction with your rear tire
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you can then be literally thrown off your bike, at least
Chapter Gatherings accelerated big time, when it does so.
WA-A |Seattle 4th Sat |WA-N |Spokane 3rd Sun .
WA-B |Bremerton 1st Sun [WA-O [Port Orchard 4th Sat Copyright C 1992 - 2009 by The Master Strategy
WA-C |Everett 2nd Sat [WA-P |Longview 3rd Sat Group, all rights reserved.
- http://www.msgroup.org
WA-D |Aberdeen 2nd Sun |WA-Q |Puyallup 1st Fri
WA-E |Bellevue 3rd Sat |WA-R |Walla Walla 1st Sat
WA-F |Tacoma 4thSun |WA-V |Auburn 1st Thu Find your GWRRA number
WA-H |Lynden 2nd Tue |[WA-Y |Enumclaw 2nd Fri
WA-1 |Olympia 3rdsun |WA-Z |centralia ond Sat Sear-ch the newsletter for ygur GWRRA number. If
WAL IRenmewick ond Sat_ IWAX Vancouver Totsat you find your number you will recel.ve $5.QO towards
your breakfast at the chapter meeting during the
WA-M |Yakima 1st Sat
month of the newsletter.
Chapter O hosts a gathering the 4th Saturday of
each month at the Airport Diner, located at the
Bremerton Municipal Airport on State Route 3.
Breakfast starts at 8:00 AM followed by the gather-
ing at 9:00 AM. See WWW.GWRRA.ORG for other
chapters meeting locations and times.

April 1st, 2009

supposed
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ACDs Rick & Sharon Williams

Hello everyone,

This past weekend, John Scrivner and | attended the first part of the "Rider Education and Leadership training"

in Richland WA. near the Tri -cities. The successful completion of the entire program would result in our being
certified "Advanced Rider Trainers, capable of running training classes recognized by GWRRA and other motorcy-
cle organizations. This could lead to be Trike, trailer and Sidecar instructors as well. We attended the training
along with 8 other GWRRA members. Some had come from Idaho. All were uncertain and nervous as to what we
would be expected to do. Once we realized that our dedicated trainers were our friends and not out to "get us" all
went well but there was a degree of anxiety and tension. Our own Eric Carlson and Mike Briggs arrived late Friday
night after working at their "real" jobs and then commuting to us and they were more than a bit tired although
amped up from the excitement of arriving to start training the next morning at 0745 hours.

We all awoke at 0600 and went out for breakfast and a lot of coffee. When we arrived back to our rooms and the
longue where we would train, Eric and mike had 166296 -01 lap top, projector and everything set up to start an
intense day of training. This was a day of teaching us the details of proper speaking before a group as well as
preparation and outline development. Mike hit us with a ton of top shelf information with the goal of making us a
first class group of trainers. The hidden agenda was to see if there was anyone that just didn't have the abilities
needed to start out in the program. We all seemed to be capable but not without areas that needed work.

After the final evaluation and personal debriefing with Mike, we all split and headed for home. John and | had
about a 350 mile drive and welcomed our own beds as well as being home with our wives.

The next segment of the training is set to occur in March and is an additional 4 straight days of training. Half will
be morning class room and the remainder is practical with your motorcycle on the black top with your bike. It is
expected to be intense. The end result, provided that one passes is to be an A.R.C (Advanced Riders Course) in-
structor once he teaches 2 classes with Eric as a mentor/ supervisor.

So there you have it. This is what the process is like in a simple form. | also will say that Eric and Mike are shining
examples of selfless GWRRA members that give their time, abilities and enthusiasm for us. They want to make us
better riders, safer riders and have fun in the pursuit.

If this is something that you may be interested in, Call Eric and learn more!
Rick Williams ACD WA -0

(Editors note: My apologies to Rick for misplacing this article last month)

Bolo TOO“S by Brian Zaikowski

Hardware conflict

I jl Your TV iz lonely.
1

OK

We should probably look busy.
Here comes one of the "Big-Wigs"
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Loading That Trailer

Height of your Center Of Gravity is just as important as load distribution
By: James R. Davis

Several recent discussions with bikers who pull trailers has prompted an article on trailer loading.

It is generally understood that however you load your trailer, the resulting load should result in a tongue weight
of approximately 10% of the total weight of the loaded trailer. Some have argued that it is safe to pull a trailer if
the tongue weight is anywhere between 10% and 20% of the total. | disagree.

Since very few trailers employ their own braking systems, it is generally thought that the tongue of a trailer can-
not 'dive’ like the front  -end of your motorcycle when you brake - that the weight of the trailer simply pushes
straight ahead into the rear of the bike, and because the hitch is so low that causes essentially no handling prob-
lems for the biker. Again, | disagree.

Finally, it was argued that no matter how high or low the trailer hitch is relative to the rest of the trailer, han-
dling is not effected and the weight on the tongue of the trailer is not effected. Total rubbish!

Why is 10% a good target weight to be found on the tongue of your trailer? Well, let's assume that the fully
loaded trailer weighs 300 pounds. That puts 30 pounds of weight on the ball of your hitch if it is loaded as recom-
mended. That does far more than simply add weight to the rear wheel!

You have leveraged those 30 pounds because it is FAR aft of your rear  -wheel hub. The consequences are that you
have substantially moved the Center Of Gravity (CG) of your bike towards the rear. By placing weight aft of the

rear -wheel hub you have actually reduced the weight on the front wheel as well as increased the rear -wheel
weight. i.e., you have added more than 30 pounds of weight to the rear wheel and diminished weight (traction) on

the front tire.

But 30 pounds is usually not so much weight that you will have control problems. On the other hand, consider that
you might also have packed more in your luggage and may even be carrying a passenger for that trip. Both, like
adding the tongue weight, result in moving your CG aft of where you are used to finding it. This argues that you
should take it easy for a few miles as you re -familiarize yourself with the bike's now new handling
characteristics.

The discussions | mentioned earlier involved full awareness of the need to place your heaviest cargo directly over
the wheels of your trailer. This, to minimize tongue weight. But what was totally lacking in evidence in those dis-
cussions was a sense of the importance of managing the height of the CG of the trailer.

You will recall from other articles on this site that any weight you place above your CG results in raising that CG
and any weight you place below it lowers the resulting CG. So, while simply placing all your heavy cargo above the
wheels will certainly tend to minimize tongue weight, it also tends to raise the trailer's CG - particularly if you
decide to place some cargo on top of the closed trailer.

Why is that important? Because of weight transfer when you accelerate or decelerate.

You will recall from earlier discussions that the amount of weight transfer, in the case of your motorcycle, is a
function of the height of your CG as compared to the length of your wheelbase. In the case of your trailer, be-
cause it does not have its own brakes, the amount of weight transfer is a function of the height of the CG above
the height of the ball on the hitch, as compared to the distance between the wheel and that hitch. Acceleration
and deceleration cause weight transfer. Because slowing your bike effectively pushes against the trailer at the
ball of the hitch, and weight transfer is through your CG, you can see that if the CG is higher than that hitch a
torque will be created that will try to make the hitch dive, just like your front -end.

(Continued on page 5)
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Loading That Trailer

(Continued from page 4)

The higher the CG, the greater the weight transfer will be. Since we already know that your hitch is part of your
motorcycle ‘'overhang’, aft of the rear -wheel hub, that weight transfer is leveraged into greater weight on the
rear tire and less weight on the front. That leverage can be PROFOUND!

And handling is similarly effected even without acceleration or braking. Consider what happens when the bike
rides over a dip in the road. As the front  -end of your bike rises, the ball is pulled DOWN.

So?

Let's assume that you have measured the horizontal distance between the ball on the hitch and the hub of your
trailer wheels and that the ball is at the same height as is the hub of those wheels. Then if you either raise or
lower that ball that horizontal distance must decrease. In other words, this is the same as saying that your
‘wheelbase' has shortened. At the same time, unless the CG of your trailer and cargo is at exactly the same
height as the ball/hub, it will shift along that ‘wheelbase' a greater distance than you would expect.

Let me be specific for a change. In order for there to be 10% of the total trailer weight on the ball of your hitch
the CG of the trailer MUST be 10% of the distance between the wheel hub and that ball (closer, of course, to the
hub than the ball.) Now imagine that the CG is 1 mile above the trailer when the trailer is level and at rest. If you
were to lower the ball only a few degrees the CG would move very far forward (indeed, in this extreme case it
would move way forward of the hitch itself.) From this imagined scenario it is easy to see that the higher the CG
is, the more significant will be the weight transfer to the rear of the motorcycle and off the trailer wheels.

Your trailer CG is not 1 mile above the trailer. But it IS higher than the ball of your hitch. So, instead of a 30
pound weight on that hitch, there could well be 100 pounds there if stopping fast or riding over a severe dip. That
could easily make your front -end feel light and certainly will reduce its traction.

If while riding level or at rest there is 20% of the total weight of the trailer on that ball, then you could have
upwards of 200 pounds added as a result of stopping or riding over a deep dip in the road. Surely the argument
that 20% loading is OK is now seen to be ill -conceived?

Load your trailer with as close to 10% of the total weight of the trailer and cargo on the tongue as you can esti-
mate (Obviously, it does not have to be exact.)

Place your heaviest cargo at the bottom of the trailer, as close to directly over your wheels as possible.
If you are going to place anything on top of your trailer make sure it is LIGHT!

Determine the weight distribution of your trailer while the tongue of the trailer is at the height it will be when
connected to your bike.

The longer the tongue, the less will be the weight transfer, all else being equal.
If you are pulling a trailer use it to store your cargo - empty your luggage as much as possible.

Always take it easy for the first several miles of pulling a trailer so that you can learn the new handling charac-
teristics of the bike.

Copyright C 1992 - 2009 by The Master Strategy Group, all rights reserved.
http://www.msgroup.org

(James R. Davis is a recognized expert witness in the fields of Motorcycle
Safety/Dynamics.)
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Chapter O Calendar and Schedule of Events

March 2009

e 5th - WA- B Gathering, Meet there

e 7th - Dinner Social,
Orchard at 6:30 pm. Check the April
Calendar on our web site for a link to
get directions & menu.

e 11th - Bike Maintenance Day at
10:00am - Ri ckds with
at 1:00 pm

e 12th - HAPPY EASTER
e 14th - Planning Meeting at Rick &

G

H

Sharonds at 6:30 pm

e 18th - WA-C Early Spring Fun Run,
Leave 76 at 6:15 am, for 7:05 am
Kingston Ferry

e 25th - WA-606 Gathering

Sun Mon Tues | Wed Thur Fri Sat
1o 0s 2 i n H ort 4 5 6 7
Bt Dold RodY: 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 31

Birthdays and Anniversaries

Birthdays
e 4/21 - Barb Berreman
e 4/21 - James Olmsted
o 4/23 - Alan Fewel
e 4/28 - Betty Boyd
e 4/28 - Robert Rifenbury
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e 4/03
e 4/03
e 4/08
o 4/28

Anniversaries
Roger & Linda Kleinendorst - 27th

Rick & Sharon Williams

Steve & Melva Lefave
- 25th

Robert Rifenbury

- 38th
- 37th

April 1st, 2009




GWRRA Chapter WA

- O Staff (http://www.gwrra

-wao.org)

Chapter Director

Ken & Sandi Smith

360 -876 -6737

ksmith6737@msn.com

Assistant Chapter Director

Rick & Sharon Williams

360 -876 -1994

rwilli4d786@gmail.com

Chapter Greeter

Jack Davies

360 -372-2705

twopoles@msn.com

Chapter Mentor

John Scrivner

360 -275 -8606

JScrivner@wavecable.com

Chapter Store Jim Olmsted 360 -275 -4049 bethoveen5th@wavecable.com
Membership Enhancement J.K. Laird 360-871-8174 jklaird@wavecable.com
Newsletter Editor David Miller 253 -651-8313 dave@ddmiller.com

Newsletter Publisher

Myrna Scrivner

360 -275 -8606

MyrnaS@wavecable.com

Phone Tree

Kay Beck

360 -876 -6873

KBeck98528@aol.com

Phone Tree

Vickie Parsons

360 -851 -2517

Ride Coordinator

Phil Kirbow

360 -874 -8020

biggist@bigfoot.com

Rider Educator

Bill & Lori Biltoft

360-871-7518

bbiltoft@wavecable.com

Special Events Coordinator

John & Myrna Scrivner

360 -275 -8606

JScrivner@wavecable.com

Sunshine Announcer Peggy Schmidt 360-275-4178

Technical Coordinator Frank Taber 360 -895-1223

Treasurer & Public Relations Jan Olmsted 360 -275 -4049 bethoveen5th@wavecable.com
Webmaster Marisa & Tim White nascar8and48@msn.com
Ways and Means Donna Dodge 360 -876 -9398

GWRRA Washington District Staff (http://www.gwrra

-wa.org)

District Director

Michael & Peggy Hudnell

DD@gwrra -wa.org

Assistant District Director

Hank & Marilyn Smith

add@gwrra -wa.org

Assistant District Director

Bob & Patty Spencer

add@gwrra -wa.org

District Ambassadors Coordinator

Open

ambassador@gwrra

-wa.org

District Couple of the Year

Carmen & Dan Weakland

coy@gwrra -wa.org

District COY/IOY Coordinators

Bob & Thess Thurgood

coy.ioy@gwrra -wa.org

District Educator

Jim & Pam Swart

educator@gwrra -wa.org

District Leadership Training

Bill & Barb Ellis

LTD@gwrra -wa.org

District Membership Coordinator

Carmen Weakland

Membership@gwrra -wa.org

District Newsletter Editor

Shirley Dufner

newsletter@gwrra -wa.org

District Stores

Greg & Janet Beeck

stores@gwrra -wa.org

District Treasurer

Erv & Phyllis Granahan

Treasurer@gwrra -wa.org

District Webmaster

John & Barb Smith

Webmaster@gwrra -wa.org

District Vendor Coordinators

Dave & Terri McCullough

GWRRA Region | Staff (http://www.bigskyregioni.org)

Region Directors

Steve and Sandy Henicksman

ssheni@cableone.net

Assistant Directors

TBA

TBA

Rider Educators

Lee and Anna Nelson

jetone@cableone.net

Rider Instructor Coordinators

Eric and Mona Carlson

ericandmona@comcast.net

Membership Enhancement Coordinators

Donna and Doug Deskin

donnadeskin@comcast.net

Leadership Trainers

Jim and Joy Fleming

flemster@q.com

Couple of the Year Coordinators

Dave and Dawna Hill

dada@bresnan.net

Treasurer

Diane Covert

mzkiz@cableone.net

Webmaster

Dave Covert

kizby@cableone.net

Couple of the Year

Dale and Shirley Dufner

dldl@comcast.net

Newsletter Editor

Dianne Kester

kesteribo@cableone.net

GWRRA National Contact Information (http://www.gwrra.org)

GWRRA Home Office
21423 North 11th Avenue
Phoenix, Arizona 85027

Phone: 800 -843-9460 or 623 -581 -2500 (Phoenix)

Fax: 623 -581-3844
Email: customerservice@gwrra.org




South Bound Honda
2724 96th Street South
Lakewood, WA 98499
Phone: (253) 582 -2288
Fax: (253) 582 -2294
http://www.hondabike.com

2115 Carriage Drive SW
- Capitol Auto Mall -
Olympia, WA 98502
Phone: (360) 357 -9633
Fax: (360) 754 -0920
Toll Free: (800) 277 -9633
http://www.hondabike.com

CRAZY LARRY'S

CUSTOM NEON & ACCESSORIES

Assorted Colors ~ Gold Wing Accessories
Tires & Installation ~ Service & Brakes
8016 South Durango (behind the B & 1)

Phone # (253) 588 -8155
Fax # (253) 589 -3359

Email: larry600@email.msn.com

Owner: Larry Gay

Visit our website at: WWw.crazylarrysneon.com

COMPUTER & NETWORK

On-Site Service
Commercial or Residential

Microsoft Certified Technician (8 yrs)

360-271-7695

Your Advertisement Could Be Right Here!

Call Ken at 360 -876 -6737 for more information!
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