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Thoughts from your Chapter Director  

 

 

Volume 20, Issue #2  February 1st, 2010  

Greetings Pod members, 

 

Can you believe the weather weôve had so far, very mild, lots of rain, no snow. I canôt believe weôre only 

into February. While writing this article the sun is out and it feels like spring is here but I am still not to sure. 

We had a fairly quiet January with Jim and June Dutton stepping up as Chapter Bs new Chapter Directors, 

to the Dinner Social at the Red Apple Diner, I understand we had 13 Orcas there. I was unable to attend as I 

was at yet another law enforcement officer line of duty funeral. We had a good Planning Meeting at Philôs 

house. Please remember any member is welcome at the planning meetings. 

 

We have more activities coming up this month with the Dinner Social, Bowling Challenge and our planning 

meeting.  The Riders Ed Training session has been scheduled for Feb. 20th; the Chapter will reimburse you 

for your registration when you turn in your receipt.  

 We also have our 20th Birthday Year Kick Off with a Sunday Bunch on the 21st at the Clearwater Casino. 

Please check the calendar for extra information. Also there has been one major change to the Chapters 

Whale of a Picnic. We could not get the date we wanted, the first part of August so we move it to and 

combined it with our August Chapter Gathering. We will do the meeting after the BBQ. Theyôll be 50/50, 

prizes and of course the Silent Auction, so start helping out by lining up auction items.  Colleen and Peg will 

be coordinating the auction again this year. We will need everyoneôs help to make sure the picnic goes as 

smooth as they have always gone. 

 

Well that's about enough for now.       

See you down the road. 

The Pod 
Publisher  
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WA-A Seattle  4th Sat  WA-N Spokane  3rd Sun  

WA-B Bremerton  1st Sun  WA-O Port Orchard  4th Sat  

WA-C Everett  2nd Sat  WA-P Longview  3rd Sat  

WA-D Aberdeen  2nd Sun  WA-Q Puyallup  1st Fri  

WA-E Bellevue  3rd Sat  WA-R Walla Walla  1st Sat  

WA-F Tacoma  4th Sun  WA-V Auburn  1st Thu  

WA-H Lynden  2nd Tue  WA-Y Enumclaw  2nd Fri  

WA-I  Olympia  3rd Sun  WA-Z Centralia  2nd Sat  

WA-L Kennewick  2nd Sat  WA-X Vancouver  1st Sat  

WA-M Yakima  1st Sat     

Chapter O hosts a gathering the 4th Saturday of 

each month at the Airport Diner, located at the 

Bremerton Municipal Airport on State Route 3. 

Breakfast starts at 8:00 AM followed by the 

gathering at 9:00 AM. See WWW.GWRRA.ORG for 

other chapters meeting locations and times.  

Chapter Gatherings  

 

Chapter O on the Go 

   
  

  Jim and Jan attended Chapter Vôs meeting in 
January to see Gary and Maxine Alexander,            
their friends, step up to be Chapter Directors. 
Theyôve attended the Theler Run as well as our 
picnic for us. They have a Red Goldwing with a 
side car for Maxineôs service dog Levi. Jan 
graduated high school with Maxine when they 
lived in Spokane and Gary and Maxine currently 
live in Puyallup. 

 

Greetings from Bill and Lori, your chapter 

Educators: 

Hear we are with another year starting and before you 

know it spring will have sprung and we will be planning 

all sorts of rides. I wanted to cover some of the things I 

will be going over at our meeting. First of all we would 

like your input as to what you would like to see or do and 

expect from us. We have some things I want to do like a 

first Aid and CPR class, More parking lot practice and get 

everyone into the Rider Education Program. I also plan to 

get into all of our education material and make an 

inventory and let you know what is available. We have 

some exciting things happening over the next few 

months. First of all the RE Safety-Education workshop 

will be in Buckley, WA on FEB. 20th. All of the 

presentations look good and we plan on getting into as 

many as we can. I would like to encourage all of you to 

do the same. You canôt beat it. Great training, a good 

lunch and a whole lot of real nice people and the best part

- bring your receipt back to the Chapter and they will 

reimburse you. So how can you beat that? The next item I 

wanted to cover is the ARC (advanced rider course), TRC 

(trike rider course) and the TC (trailering course). The 

ARC will be April 16th and 17th. The classroom portion 

will be from 6-9 PM on the 16th at the Theler Center in 

Belfair. The riding portion will be at 8 AM at the West 

Sound Technical Skill Center 101 National Ave N 

Bremerton WA. The cost of each class is $30.00 The 

TRC will be April 17th with the classroom at 9 AM and 

the Riding portion at 1:00 PM at the same locations as 

mentioned above. The TC will be Classroom on the 17th 

at 6-8 PM and the Range portion at 9 AM on the 18th. I 

should mention that the TC is only for two wheel 

motorcycles with trailers. Lori and I would also like to 

know if anyone is interested in becoming the Chapter 

Educator. We have been a part of the Staff for 7 or 8 

years and would like to give you the opportunity to 

support your association. 

         Chapter Educators  
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                                                     WET WEATHER 101 

Here's my rule number one 

 If it looks slick, it is.  

Mirror -like  appearing surfaces on wet roads are 

extremely hazardous and it doesn't matter how sharp your 
skills or how much traction your tires have.  Slick Is Just 
Slick . 

Riding tips? Observation is 70%.  Scan the road from close 
up to a long way ahead and back again.  Many folks tend to 
look at the patch of road just in front of the bike, which is way 
too late as you're going to run over it anyway.  Another 20% 
is being smooth - firm but gentle on all the controls.  Slow is 

good .     

And the last 10%?  Well!  That's what you keep in reserve - in 
a celestial trust account with whatever deity or deities in 
which you have the most confidence. 

The experts state that wet reduces your traction by anything 
from 20% to 70%, depending on the patch of road.  The low 
end of the scale, which is most common, is a lot less than 
many motorcyclists suspect and leaves a lot of margin when 
you consider that most people rarely ride anywhere near the 
outer edges of the machine's performance envelope.  Watch 
a wet Grand Prix motorcycle racing event.  You'll see the 
leaders can drag their knees, but they're working a ballet 
technique, to avoid the usual violence. 

Which is a verbose way of saying that you might have a little 
more traction than you might suspect, in most cases, though 
water makes things a lot more unpredictable.  Like traffic.   

Is it just me, or does it seem as though a lot of cage drivers 
seem to get more impatient when it rains? 

So what gives you traction in these conditions?  The contact 
patch between the rubber of your tires and the road surface.  
The channels in the tread of your tires, allied with the rough 
surface of road, leaves gaps for the water to be squeezed out 
of the way.  If a sheet of water succeeds in getting between 
the road and your rubber, the tire literally water-skis across 
the water.  This is called hydroplaning.  It's more common for 
cars, with their bigger and flatter contact patch on the road, 
but it can and does happen to bikes.  I can't remember trying 
it.  Therefore, I canôt pass on how it feels.  However, I imagine 
that your tires feel as though they have been instantly 
replaced with ball bearings on speed, and your bike has just 
become a supermarket cart in the parking lot of life.  You 
have absolutely no control and the best you can hope for is 
that things sort themselves out before anything solid gets in 
the way.  

(Guidoôs law as it applies to motorcycles: In 99% of cases the 
motorcycle can and will out-ride you.) 

My suggestion here is: If you find yourself hydroplaning, the 
best thing you can do is just sit there. Acctually, the thing (to 
do is to ease off the throttle.  This slows the motorcycle and 

lets the tire contact patch sit down on the pavement. Then don't 

move, donôt steer and don't break , as any of those actions 

will almost guarantee an unplanned meeting between the gods 
of motorcycles and those of the road.  Just sit and hope 
(remember that 10%).  You'll be surprised how good 
motorcycles are at sorting things out for themselves.  

Now, having said that, let's have a look at some of the clues 
you should be looking for on a wet road.  Painted and metal 
surfaces are naturally smooth.  Rain lubricates them and makes 
them slick.  The center of your lane is also naturally well 
lubricated.  That is where the cage drivers dump slippery stuff 
just to make life more difficult for those of us that prefer two 
wheels.  In these conditions, notwithstanding, you should 
almost always ride in one of the wheel tracks (the left one), 
because they're swept clean of the slippery stuff by other 
people's tires.  The only exception is that oddly polished patch 
(usually a surface repair or ice), which can make the center 
track a better option. 

Now you need to understand what happens when it rains.  If the 
dump is the first after a long dry spell in that area, the road is 
literally being washed of the ingrained oil, fuel, and other 
slippery stuff. All of which will form a nasty slick layer on all road 
surfaces.  This is the time for you to slow way down and just 
live with it.  Remember, don't steer and don't break any more 
than necessary and when you do, do it gently. 

If it's been raining for a while, the road surface will have been 
washed clean and will supply a surprisingly high level of 
traction. 

Now for a couple more clues.  Is the road cambered (raised in 
the middle)? If not, it won't drain and hydroplaning becomes 
more likely.  Luckily, most of our roads have a camber.  Is there 
a hill or cliff on one side of the road?  If so, it's likely that 
somewhere around the next bend the drainage isn't working.  At 
that place, soil, bits of tree, rocks etc. will be washed across the 

road.  Again, SLOW IS GOOD.   

When you are in a rural area, look for driveways, corral gates, 
logging roads, and sidetracks.  That's where the road will have 
nice patches of mud and muck dropped by the beasties or 
machinery being moved from one place to another.  By now you 
should be getting the impression that this is not rocket science.  
Good observation is the key. 

At this point, let's just quickly examine creek crossings.  
There're plenty of them, especially for those of us that take the 
less traveled way, or if your not in Kansas any more.  If they're 
flooded, the rule is, regardless of the type of vehicle, 

STOP! DONóT GO THROUGH IT. 

HOWEVER IF YOU MUST, 

WALK IT SLOWLY AND VERY CAREFULLY THROUGH IT 
FIRST. 

What looks shallow will always be much deeper than you 
thought, and might be running an impossibly strong current.  
THEN....  If you reckon you can make it, just amble through 
slowly.  Splashing water into the ignition system midstream can 

Wet Weather Driving 
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be embarrassing, expensive and dangerous.  Always start the 
crossing on the upstream side, in case the current pushes you across.  
This is no time to be fussy about sticking to your own side of the road. 

Scout motto?  BE PERPARED. 

A bike with decent preparation will increase your chances 200%.  
Nothing fancy, (T-CLOCK  works)  just a reliable running bike with 
plenty of tread on the tires, good brakes and an overall package that 
you can trust.  The reasoning is that you should be concentrating on 
your riding, and any distraction is an additional risk. 

Okay, the riding uniform is a tragic fashion statement, but the scout 
creed of "BE PREPARED " has a lot going for it.  You can say the 
same for the rider.  Be alert and in riding gear that you're comfortable 
in.  This may sound insignificant, but, feeling like, wet pounded puppy 
poop, in cranky conditions is just asking to be turned into a pineapple 
upside down cake. 

Getting back to the bike, you need no special preparation.  Run normal 
tire pressures, suspension settings, and for those of us that have 
them, make sure the chain is well lubricated.  The latter will suffer in 
the wet, with a constant washing from an interesting mix of water and 
road grime that decimates it. 

At this point, make a note to clean the toy after the ride, as the 
inevitable detritus that's sprayed allover the leading and trailing 
surfaces of the bike and the power plant, hobbles its cooling ability.  
Besides, if you let the grunge bake on, it becomes a lot harder to 
exterminate. 

Trust me.  This is time, once more, to trot out the Guido theory as it 
applies to motorcycles: In 99% of cases the motorcycle can and will 
out-ride you.  So trust it.  It's a tough theory to get your head around, 
until you overcook a corner and decide not to panic-brake but wash off 
speed and lean harder into the corner.  Yes, even in the wet. 

Let's pretend you've gone hooting into a twisty way too fast.  Now you 
have two basic choices:  

1.        Try to stop: Option one usually means you have to stop the 
bike in a distance that even Obi-Wan Knobi couldn't achieve 
using the force, before you go Evil Kniveling off into the 
scenery.  This also means you have absolutely almost no 
chance of making it. 

2.        Make the turn: Option two is to quickly straighten the 
handlebars, apply maximum braking to wipe off as much 
speed as possible and lean into the corner.  No matter if you 
think that your mount can muddle through or not.  Risky? Yep, 
you bet.  But, it works more often than not.  Besides, I've yet 
to hear of a better option.  (Other than not stuffing it up in the 
first place.) 

Wet weather driving doesn't have to be dangerous or intimidating.  By 
preparing your vehicle, your self, and adjusting you're driving for the 
conditions, you can go a long way toward ensuring your safety and 
that of others on the road. 

Submitted by Jack Davies 

CONT. From Page 3 

Greetings and Happy New Year to the Pod 

 

 Happy new year to all and Happy 

Birthday to Chapter O. This year marks the 

20th year for WA-O and looking at our calendar 

it should be a good one. On the 17th four of us 

got together to do a check out ride in 

preparation for the District Rally in July. Ken, 

John, Fred, and I made a trip to Forks to see 

just what the mileage is and what the road 

conditions are. That is one loop I havenôt done 

in a lot of years, when the roads and weather 

dries out just a little and I for 1 am going to do 

that again but this time on my wing. Donôt 

forget that Sat. the 23rd is our Chapter 

gathering and we need to use that date as a 

cutoff for the district rider education pre-

registration. The rider education is in Buckley 

on the 20th of Feb. On the 21st of Feb. is our 

20th anniversary kickoff at the Clearwater 

casino. 

 Jack Davies was asking if any of the 

Chapter would be interested in waffle feed 

brunch get together? Several of us said yes. 

And so it has been tentively set as of the 6th of 

March, that we are going to have a waffle feed 

at Jackôs house. This just might be a good 

opportunity break out my infamous ñdrunken 

logger hot cakeò batter. 

 With some warmer and almost dryer 

days coming we all need to be sure and do a 

proper prêt rip inspection of our wings before 

riding. Be sure to check fluid levels and tire 

pressure before starting the bike. If your 

battery has been on a tender since last fall be 

sure to check the water level in it as well. 

  Well I hope to see you all at the 

Chapter gathering and donôt forget to find 

someone to uplift, encourage, and invite along. 

Ride Safe. 

 

WA-O ACD Patrick & Debbie Holmes  

AD/CD/ HOLMES 
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Birthdays  
 

 

02- 02 Peggy Schmidt  

02- 04 Wilma Laird  

02- 08 Debbie Miller  

02- 19 Diane Taber  

02- 19 Vern Walker  

 Birthdays and Anniversaries  

Chapter O Calendar and Schedule of Events  

¶ 02-07 Chapter Bõs meeting  

¶ 02-09 Dinner Social Massinoõs Italian 

in Purdy 6:30 pm  

¶ 02- 13, Bowling Challenge Chapter D, 

Lv Belfair Safeway 11:00am  

¶ 02- 16 Planning Meeting Rick and 

Sharonõs at 6:30 pm 

¶ 02- 20, Riders Ed Buckley. Lv 

Tremont 76 6:30 am, car pooling.  

¶ 02- 21 Birthday Year Kick Off Brunch 

Clearwater Casino, Lv Tremont 76 

9:00am  

¶ 02- 27 Chapter Gathering, Bremerton 

Air Port Diner, Breakfast 8:00 am, 

Meeting 9:00 am     

 

 

 

 

February 2010  
Sun Mon Tues Wed  Thurs  Fri  Sat  

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28       

Wedding Anniversaries  

 

02- 22 Doug and Kathy Wray  
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                     WA District Rider Safety-Education Workshop  

                                             February 20, 2010  

                                                  Rainier Hills Christian Fellowship  

                                             23711 Entwhistle Road, Buckley, WA 98321  

          Notice: Maps and Driving Directions: Located on the District Website: www.gwrra-wa.org  

Join us for a full day of FUN with Motorcycle Safety-Education and knowledge. This year we will feature a 

new PLP Facilitator Certification Seminar, as well as a presentation by the Washington State Patrol and new 

seminars including:  

Á First Aid CPR: Dottie Yarnel  

Á Long Distance Riding Special Seminar  

Á Crash Scene Response  

Registration Fees: Includes on-site Lunch for pre-registration.  

Á Pre-Registration ONLY $15 Per Person -- Postmarked by February 2, 2010  

Pre-registration earns you a ticket good for the pre-registration drawing  

Pre-registration prize ï Registration for two for the 2010 Washington District Rally in Port Townsend, WA 

(Must be present to win)  

Á On Site Registration is $20 Per Person  

Motel Reservations: Mountain View Inn, 29405 Highway 410 East, Buckley, WA 98321  

Telephone: 1.800.582.4111  

Workshop Registration Desk: Opens at 8:00 AM  

Á Workshop starts at 8:30 AM, ends at 5:00 PM  
Á 50/50 drawing Saturday at closing ceremonies  

Make Checks Payable to: GWRRA WA District  

Mail Registration to: RE Workshop  

                                    C/O Deb Buell  

                                    6622 66th Dr. N.E.  

                                    Marysville, WA 98270  

Á For More information, please telephone Dave at: 425.830.9701, or by e-mail: educator@gwrra-wa.org  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------(Detach and Mail)----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Rider Education Workshop Registration Form  

Rider: ___________________________________ Co-Rider: ______________________________________  

Address: _________________________________ City: ___________________ State: ____ ZIP: _________  

Motorcycle affiliation: ______________________Chapter: __________ Phone: ______________________  

Pre Registration: $15 Includes Lunch -- Postmarked by February 2, 2010 $15 X ____= $__________  

On site Registration: $20 - Limited Lunches Available                                   $20 X ____= $__________  

                                                                                                                                        Total = $__________  
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GWRRA Washington District Staff (http://www.gwrra - wa.org)  

District Director  Bob and Patty Spencer  DD@gwrra -wa.org  

Assistant District Director  John and Barb Smith  add@gwrra -wa.org  

Assistant District Director  Gary and Diana Domas  add@gwrra -wa.org  

District Ambassadors Coordinator   ambassador@gwrra -wa.org  

District Couple of the Year   coy@gwrra -wa.org  

District Vendor Coordinator  Peggy and Mike Hudnell   

District Educator  Dave and Sheila Chavez  educator@gwrra -wa.org  

District Leadership Training  Mike and Lynn Briggs  LTD@gwrra -wa.org  

District Membership Coordinator  Carmen & Dan Weakland  Membership@gwrra -wa.org  

District Newsletter Editor  Shirley and Dale Dufner  newsletter@gwrra -wa.org  

District Stores   stores@gwrra -wa.org  

District Treasurer  Deb and Chuck Buell  Treasurer@gwrra -wa.org  

District Webmaster  John & Barb Smith  Webmaster@gwrra -wa.org  

   

GWRRA Region I Staff (http://www.bigskyregioni.org)  

Region Directors  Steve and Sandy Henicksman  ssheni@cableone.net  

Assistant Directors  Peggy and Mike Hudnell   

Rider Educators  Lee and Anna Nelson  jetone@cableone.net  

Rider Instructor Coordinators  Eric and Mona Carlson  ericandmona@comcast.net  

Membership Enhancement Coordinators  Donna and Doug Deskin  donnadeskin@comcast.net  

Leadership Trainers  Jim and Joy Fleming  flemster@q.com  

Couple of the Year Coordinators  Dave and Dawna Hill  dada@bresnan.net  

Treasurer  Diane Covert  mzkiz@cableone.net  

Webmaster  Dave Covert  kizby@cableone.net  

Couple of the Year  Dale and Shirley Dufner  dld1@comcast.net  

Newsletter Editor  Dianne Kester  kesteribo@cableone.net  

GWRRA Chapter WA - O Staff (http://www.gwrra - wao.org)                                            

Chapter Director  Ken Smith  360 -876 -6737  ksmith6737@msn.com  

Assistant Chapter Director  Rick & Sharon Williams  360 -876 -1994  rwilli4786@gmail.com  

Assistant Chapter Director  Pat & Debbie Holmes  360 -876 -8049  pmhol@msn.com  

Chapter Greeter  Jack Davies  360 -372 -2705  twopoles@msn.com  

Chapter Mentor  John Scrivner  360 -275 -8606  JScrivner@wavecable.com  

Chapter Store  Jim Olmsted  360 -275 -4049  bethoveen5th@wavecable.com  

Membership Enhancement  Fred Schmidt  360=275 -4178  fredschmidt@earthlink.net  

Newsletter Editor  Ken Smith  360 -876 -6737  ksmith6737@msn.com  

Newsletter Publisher  Myrna Scrivner  360 -275 -8606  MyrnaS@wavecable.com  

Phone Tree  Kay Beck  360 -876 -6873  KBeck98528@aol.com  

Phone Tree  Barb Berreman  360 -275 -5508   

Ride Coordinator  Phil Kirbow  360 -874 -2080  biggist@bigfoot.com  

Rider Educator  Bill & Lori Biltoft  360 -871 -7518  bbiltoft@wavecable.com  

Special Events Coordinator  John & Myrna Scrivner  360 -275 -8606  JScrivner@wavecable.com  

Sunshine Announcer  Peggy Schmidt  360 -275 -4178  peggyschmidt48@yahoo.com  

Technical Coordinator  Frank Taber  360 -895 -1223   

Treasurer & Public Relations  Jan Olmsted  360 -275 -4049  bethoveen5th@wavecable.com  

Webmaster  Marisa & Tim White   nascar8and48@msn.com  

Ways and Means  Donna Dodge  360 -876 -9398   

GWRRA National Contact Information (http://www.gwrra.org)  

GWRRA Home Office  
21423 North 11th Avenue  

Phoenix, Arizona 85027  

Phone: 800 -843 -9460 or 623 -581 -2500 (Phoenix)  
Fax: 623 -581 -3844  

Email: customerservice@gwrra.org  
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Your Advertisement Could Be Right Here!  
 

Call Ken at 360 - 876 - 6737 for more information!  

2115 Carriage Drive SW  
-  Capitol Auto Mall -  
Olympia, WA 98502  

Phone: (360) 357 - 9633  
Fax: (360) 754 - 0920  

Toll Free: (800) 277 - 9633  

South Bound Honda  
2724 96th Street South  
Lakewood, WA 98499  

Phone: (253) 582 - 2288  
Fax: (253) 582 - 2294  

FOR SALE ITEMS  

For sale:  

  
2005 Suzuki 400CC Bergman Scooter.  

5990 miles on it.  
Excellent Condition.  

$3500 OBO.  

 
Bob Nelson   360 -871 -2538  

 GWRRA CHAPTER WA ñOò SPONSORS 


